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European Commission urged to publish revised animal welfare legislation

637 stakeholders are calling on the European Commission President to deliver the committed, long
awaited animal welfare legislative proposals, to address the inadequate and outdated legislation
that fails to protect animals in Europe.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Brussels 7 September 2023

The open letter, addressed to European Commission (EC) President Ursula Von der Leyen, is signed
by academics, researchers, veterinarians, scientists, entrepreneurs, farmers, and other stakeholders
from several countries.. Signatories include renowned conservationist Dr Jane Goodall and
philosopher Peter Singer.

The signatories, which include renowned conservationist Dr Jane Goodall and philosopher Peter
Singer, reiterated that the current animal welfare legislation is heavily outdated and in need of an
urgent update in line with scientific evidence and societal expectations. They called for a swift
publication of a future-focused, comprehensive and fit for purpose proposal.

The EC committed to publish four proposals to revise the animal welfare legislation as part of its
Farm to Fork Strategy. As the political term reaches its end in the upcoming months, the signatories

are asking President von der Leyen to uphold this promise.


https://www.eurogroupforanimals.org/library/call-publication-updated-animal-welfare-legislative-proposal-within-current-political-term
https://food.ec.europa.eu/horizontal-topics/farm-fork-strategy/sustainable-food-production_en
https://food.ec.europa.eu/horizontal-topics/farm-fork-strategy/sustainable-food-production_en
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A revised animal welfare legislation does not only provide for better protection of animals, but also
for a level playing field for businesses across Europe, with support for farmers transitioning to
systems with improved standards, while benefiting from fair competition when placing their product
on the market.

Finally, the revision is a crucial component to make the European food system fair, healthy and more
sustainable.

European citizens have highlighted the need for a uniform and adequate protection of animals, as
made evident in the consultation run by the EC and in the five successful European Citizens’

Initiatives (ECls) related to animal welfare, among which a call to transition to cage-free systems, and

to_ban fur farming in Europe.

“With such clear science that highlights the inadequacy of current EU standards, this proposal can no
longer be delayed. The EC must quickly reveal its proposals for a harmonised legislation that is fit for
purpose, one that protects animals and is in line with public health and environmental goals”,
commented Reineke Hameleers, CEO, Eurogroup for Animals.

Member Quote

The full list of signatories can be found here.
If you wish to add your name to the letter, kindly complete this form.

Press contacts

Theresa Bonnici, Press Officer, Eurogroup for Animals
t.bonnici@eurogroupforanimals.org

+32 (0) 456 42 11 99

Member press contact

Eurogroup for Animals represents over ninety animal protection organisations across the EU, UK,

Switzerland, Serbia, Norway, and Australia. Since its foundation in 1980, the organisation has
succeeded in encouraging the EU to adopt higher legal standards for animal protection. Eurogroup
for Animals reflects public opinion through its members and has both the scientific and technical
expertise to provide authoritative advice on issues relating to animal protection. Eurogroup for
Animals is a founding member of the World Federation for Animals which unites the animal

protection movement at the global level.
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12950-Animal-welfare-revision-of-EU-legislation_en
https://www.endthecageage.eu/en/
https://www.eurogroupforanimals.org/fur-free-europe
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wXsCOK5ljjSf9HFjmQaH0LkONbh5ZR47oAnvCfSjgHs/edit?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/o4uyJoGyPK8EbHQn9
https://www.eurogroupforanimals.org/
https://wfa.org/

